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Jesus’mandate for prayer.
A call for the church to be a House of Prayer

by Larry Smith — Pray Big Ministries — 06/17/03

While He walked among us, Jesus made some very bold statements about His church. Twice Jesus
drove the money-changers and those selling merchandise, out of the temple. He then proclaimed the words
of the prophet Isaiah “for my house shall be a house of prayer for all nations”.

I believe the foundation of every church needs to be prayer. For it is in prayer that we draw close to
the Father. In prayer we develop an intimate relationship with the Father. In prayer He speaks to us.
Individually and corporately.

Prayer is the foundation and the key. The apostle Paul instructs us to bring everything to God in
prayer. We are to seek God’s will, wanting His kingdom to come here on earth as it is in heaven. We are to
wait and listen for the Father leadings.

Jesus knows the heart and nature of man. He knows that man will not do the work His heavenly
Father desires unless God Himself leads man. That leading comes through prayer.

When man relies on his own strength, abilities or his own understanding — pride is birthed. Without
the proper focus on God, man would simply seek his own glory and his own desires. When he takes his eyes
off of God, man misses or falls short of what God wants. Man’s wisdom is folly when compared to the
unsearchable depths of God’s wisdom. That is why we are told to seek God in everything.

The early church began with prayer. In the first chapter of ACTS we see the church birthed in the
upper room of a home in Jerusalem as 120 faithful followers of Christ waited and prayed for 10 days for
God’s power to move. Then God poured out His spirit in the streets of Jerusalem and around 3,000 Jewish
men became followers of Christ. In chapter six, the elders of the early church were given to do two things:
prayer and ministry of the word. These same leaders who had seen the power of God displayed after a time of
prayer. When the church places a strong emphasis on prayer —  great things can and will happen.

Verses to consider.

The prophet Isaiah proclaims God’s House will be a house of prayer for all nations.

Isaiah 56:1-12  1 This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will

soon be revealed. 2 Blessed is the man who does this, the man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps his

hand from doing any evil." 3 Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely exclude me from his people.”

And let not any eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.” 4 For this is what the LORD says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose

what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant-- 5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and

daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off. 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love

the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant-- 7 these I will

bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my

house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 8 The Sovereign LORD declares-- he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still

others to them besides those already gathered.” 9 Come, all you beasts of the field, come and devour, all you beasts of the forest! 10 Israel’s watch-

men are blind, they all lack knowledge; they are all mute dogs, they cannot bark; they lie around and dream, they love to sleep. 11 They are dogs

with mighty appetites; they never have enough. They are shepherds who lack understanding; they all turn to their own way, each seeks his own

gain. 12 “Come,” each one cries, “let me get wine! Let us drink our fill of beer! And tomorrow will be like today, or even far better.”

In the book of Mark, after Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt, the next day he enters the temple and cast out those who bought and sold in the
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temple and the moneychangers and those who sold doves, quoting Isaiah —  “Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house

of prayer?”

Mark 11:1-33   1 And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disci-

ples, 2 And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon

never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 3 And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway

he will send him hither. 4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose

him. 5 And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6 And they said unto them even as Jesus had command-

ed: and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 8 And many spread their gar-

ments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And they that went before, and they that followed,

cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the

name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon

all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 12 And on the morrow, when they were come from

Bethany, he was hungry: 13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it,

he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. 14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever.

And his disciples heard it. 15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the

temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 16 And would not suffer that any man should carry

any vessel through the temple. 17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?

but ye have made it a den of thieves. 18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him,

because all the people was astonished at his doctrine. 19 And when even was come, he went out of the city. 20 And in the morning, as they passed

by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou

cursedst is withered away. 22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto

this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith

shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye

receive them, and ye shall have them. 25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven

may forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 27 And they come

again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 28 And say unto him,

By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things? 29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will

also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or

of men? answer me. 31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him? 32

But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed. 33 And they answered and said unto

Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.

Luke records Jesus cleansing the temple after entering Jerusalem on a colt. He cast out those who bought and sold in the temple and

the moneychangers and those who sold doves, quoting Isaiah —  “Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?”

Luke 19:28-48  28 And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to

Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 30 Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in

the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither. 31 And if any man ask you, Why

do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. 32 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he

had said unto them. 33 And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? 34 And they said, The Lord

hath need of him. 35 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 36 And as he went,

they spread their clothes in the way. 37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the

disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh

in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him,

Master, rebuke thy disciples. 40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediate-

ly cry out. 41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day,

the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast

a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within

thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 45 And he went into the tem-

ple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; 46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but

ye have made it a den of thieves. 47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to
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destroy him, 48 And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.

Matthew records Jesus enetering Jerusalem on a colt, then entering the temple and cleansing it of those who bought and sold in the temple and

the moneychangers and those who sold doves, quoting Isaiah —  “Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?”

Matthew 21:1-22  1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two dis-

ciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring

them unto me. 3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 4 All this was

done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek,

and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 7 And brought the ass, and the

colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down

branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the

Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city

was moved, saying, Who is this? 11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 12 And Jesus went into the temple of

God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold

doves, 13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 14 And the blind

and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and

the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, 16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what

these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 17 And he left

them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. 18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 19 And when

he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward

for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. 20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered

away! 21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the

fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever

ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

Christ is the head of the church.

Colossians 1:12-19  12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who

hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through

his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16 For by him were all things creat-

ed, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things

were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who

is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all

fulness dwell;

Jesus depends on God for direction.

John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father

do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.

Jesus only did that which the Father taught Him.

John 8:25-30  25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I

have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They

understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know

that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the

Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.

Jesus’ food was to do the will of the Father.

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.

If God does not build the house, we labor in vain.
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Psalm 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in

vain.

Jesus speaking to His disciples (the early church) says (together implied) those who believe in Him, will do greater things than He did while

here on earth

John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;

because I go unto my Father.

All understanding comes from God.

Luke 10:21,22  21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things

from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 22 All things are delivered to me

of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

We are to seek God as if we were seeking hidden treasure. God gives knowledge and understanding.

Proverbs 2:3-9  3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her

as for hid treasures; 5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of

his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 7 He

layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the

way of his saints. 9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

Christians are called to trust in God.

Proverbs 3:5-7   5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he

shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

The folly of not trusting God.

Isaiah 31:1-9  1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen,

because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! 2 Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and

will not call back his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity. 3 Now the Egyptians

are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he

that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together. 4 For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roar-

ing on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of

them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. 5 As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts

defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it. 6 Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have

deeply revolted. 7 For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for

a sin. 8 Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee

from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited. 9 And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the

ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

God gives power to the weak, those who wait upon Him.

Isaiah 40:28-30  28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth

not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth

strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their

strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

God’s ways are above man’s ways.

Isaiah 55:6-9  6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-

eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my

ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

It is better t trust in God than man.
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Psalm 118:8,9  8 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. 9 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in

princes.

Only God makes His word known to man.

Proverbs 1:22,23  22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 23Turn

you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

God gives good things to those who ask.

Matthew 7:7-10  7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh

receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread,

will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,

how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

David cries out for God to give him understanding. David knew understanding comes from God.

Psalm 119:169,170  169 Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: give me understanding according to thy word. 170 Let my supplication come

before thee: deliver me according to thy word.

Psalm 119:124, 125  124 Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, and teach me thy statutes. 125 I am thy servant; give me understanding,

that I may know thy testimonies.

Prayers are a sacrifice to God.

Psalm 141:1,2  1 LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 2 Let my prayer be set forth before

thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

The children of Israel fogot God, and did not wait for His counsel.

Psalm 106:7-14  7 Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him at

the sea, even at the Red sea. 8 Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known. 9 He rebuked

the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness. 10 And he saved them from the hand of him

that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 11 And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left. 12

Then believed they his words; they sang his praise. 13 They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel: 14 But lusted exceedingly in the

wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.

Jesus gives the Peter and the elders the keys to the kingdom of heaven

Matthew 16:13-20  13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of

man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto

them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered

and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I

say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

Early church elders were devoted continually to prayer (listed first) and the ministry of the word.

Acts 6:2-4  2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God,

and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may

appoint over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

Warnings agains pride.

Proverbs16:18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.

James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
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Praise for humility.

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

God is our strength

Psalm 28:7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with

my song will I praise him.

Psalm 62:7 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.

Psalm 105:4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.

Proverbs 10:29 The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.

We are houses of prayer

1 Corinthians 3:16   16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  17 If anyone destroys God’s

temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.

1Corinthians 6:19,20  19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You

are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

The body working together

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away

unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus

accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And

there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in

all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another

the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another

the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of

tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 12 For as the body is one, and hath

many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into

one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For the body is not

one member, but many. 15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear

shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hear-

ing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased

him. 19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say

unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22 Nay, much more those members of the body,

which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow

more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered

the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: 25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the

members should have the same care one for another. 26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be hon-

oured, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28 And God hath set some in the church, first

apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 29 Are all apos-

tles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31

But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

God’s people are called to pray

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked

ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.


